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DRAFT Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2008 McCloskey Conference Room 135, City Hall 

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Minutes are transcribed in a summarized outline manner.  
Audio recordings from the meeting are available in the Planning Department for full reference. 
 
Attendance 
Citizens Advisory Committee (Voting Members):  Chair Jack Baker (McDoel Gardens NA), 
Vice-Chair Patrick Murray (Prospect Hill NA), Buff Brown (Bloomington Transportation 
Options for People), Elizabeth Cox-Ash (McDoel Gardens NA), Ted Miller (citizen), Jerry 
Stasny (Old Northeast NA), and David Walter (6th and Ritter NA).  
 
Others In Attendance (including Non-Voting CAC Members):  Brian Allen (Old Northeast NA), 
Kay Bull (Bloomington Bike Project), and Scott Robinson (MPO staff).  
 
I. Call to Order (~6:30 PM) 
 
II. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes from the September 24, 2008 meeting were accepted by the CAC with one 
correction.  

  
III. Communications from the Chair 

Mr. Baker said that he has spoken to TAC and PC members about the complete street 
policy and is getting mixed responses.  He is requesting that other CAC members talk 
with TAC and PC members to gain support for the draft policy.  Mr. Walter mentioned 
that this concept was presented to CONA and was well received.   

 
IV. Reports from the Officers and/or Committees 

There were no reports. 
 

V. Reports from the MPO Staff 
Mr. Robinson asked if there was interest to arrange a joint session with all the MPO 
committees (with no official business), so everyone involved with the MPO could 
interact on an informal basis.  CAC members felt this was a good idea and expressed 
interest to hold a joint meeting.  Robinson said that pending interest from the other 
committees (TAC, PC), staff will try to arrange something soon.    
 
A. Complete Streets 
Mr. Robinson reported that the TAC did not have enough time to thoroughly review the 
draft policy at their last meeting.  He said staff is working with TAC members to provide 
comments and edits at their next meeting on Friday, October 24th.  Staff expects that the 
TAC will have recommendations for revisions.  Staff will bring these back to the CAC so 
consensus can be reached before the policy is brought to the Policy Committee for their 
review.   
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VI. Old Business 
A. Long Range Vision Statement Discussion  
Mr. Baker asked if staff had any research to share.  Mr. Robinson said that staff had 
contacted a few agencies to see if they had good examples of TIP scoring systems, but 
had not received any information.  He said that staff will try to include more information 
at the next CAC meeting.  Mr. Murray requested that the vision statements (three 
versions) be included again in the next packet.  Mr. Brown said they are good statements 
and provide a sound basis to discuss a scoring system.  He will work with Mr. Forrest to 
develop some material for future discussion.  Mr. Murray thinks this is a good way to 
institute innovation into the MPO and would like this to be on future agendas.  
  

VII. New Business 
A. Transportation Improvement Program FY 2008-2011 Amendment  
Mr. Robinson reviewed the two amendments that were included in the packet.  The first 
was a request by BT to purchase four hybrid buses.  The second was to update and adjust 
Rural Transit’s operating and capital budget.  Mr. Baker requested that BT come to a 
future CAC meeting to showcase the many features of these buses.  Discussion continued 
regarding the grant program and the need to subsidize the higher costs for hybrid busses.  
Mr. Baker motioned to recommend approval of the BT request; Mr. Walter seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  Ms. Cox-Ash asked about the reason for Rural 
Transit’s request and Mr. Miller asked about the JARC and New Freedom programs.  Mr. 
Robinson explained the programs and that Rural Transit’s request simply reflects changes 
to their budget cost and not due to changes in services or operations.  Mr. Baker motioned 
to recommend approval of the Rural Transit request; Mr. Walter seconded the motion and 
it passed unanimously.   
 
B. Operational Bylaws Amendment  
Mr. Robinson reviewed the changes to the bylaws and said this was mostly a 
housekeeping amendment.  Mr. Brown had concerns over the special voting procedures 
because of public notice.  Discussion ensued about the special votes and members agreed 
this was ok under rare exceptions and that the items had to be on the agendas of previous 
meetings.  Mr. Baker motioned to recommend approval of bylaws amendment; Ms. Cox-
Ash seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 
C. Completed Project Assessment Discussion 
Mr. Robinson provided a slideshow of some recently complete road projects: 17th and 
Fee; 1st and Walnut; and Rogers Road near High Street.  The purpose of the discussion 
was to illustrate the changes so CAC members could review how their draft complete 
streets policy and their potential development of a scoring system based upon the vision 
statement would work in the context of these completed projects.  Mr. Brown felt that the 
CAC’s involvement did make a difference in the 17th and Fee project, but hoped for more 
changes.  He expressed concerns over public involvement with the 1st Street Bridge 
project, but he and others felt this project made positive impacts to the community.  Mr. 
Baker is interested to see future accident reports on 17th and Fee and Mr. Walter said the 
improvements will benefit all users.  Mr. Robinson talked about the streetscape study for 
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Walnut from 3rd to where the 1st street bridge project ended and the role of public 
involvement in this future improvement project.     
 

VIII. Communications from Committee Members 
A. Topic Suggestions for future agendas –  
Mr. Brown would like to have a formalized process for review of all street design plans 
because the process is not clear to many and is different for each agency.   

 
VI. Upcoming Meetings 

A. Technical Advisory Committee – October 24, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. (McCloskey Room) 
B. Policy Committee – November 14, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. (McCloskey Room)  
C. Citizens Advisory Committee – November 19, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. (McCloskey Room 

 
Adjournment  (~8:00 PM) 
These minutes were _________ by the CAC at their regular meeting held on November 19, 2008.   
 (RH 11/19/2008) 
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